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RALEIGH, N.C. SMITHFIELD ¢ 
ACTIVITIES BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M, FAYETTE VILLE 
PRIZES HT! PRIZES !1] PRIZES I 1! 


Ist Prize - Choice of Kenwood T$520S or ICOM 211. Vickers Electronics of 
Durham aided RARS in the purchase of this prize. 


2nd Prize - Kilowatt three-element Tri-Band beam. This prize presented by 
RARS through assistance of Freck Radio of Asheville. 


3rd Prize - Ham-M III Rotator presented by Cornell-Dubilier through Millar 
Electronics. 


MANY OTHER PRIZES WILL BE DRAWN ALL DAY SUNDAY ! ! ! ! 


ke E-X-P-A-NI-D-E=D FLEA MARKET (Covered) 
; WALK TO NEARBY MOTELS AND RESTAURANTS 


FCC AMATEUR TESTS — 9:00 A.M. sharp on Sunday, April 23rd. If you send a 
completed form 610 to the attention of the RARS Hamfest at the address shown on the bottom of 
this sheet you will be pre-registered to take the exam which will speed up your processing. 
This is recommended by the FCC. If you cannot mail the form in advance, please complete 
and bring it with you. Exam registration and assignment will be in the East Community Room 
of the Crabtree Valley Shopping Center. The community room is located on the rear upper 


deck of the Mall. 
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for non-specific one-by-two and two- 
CHECKING WITH CHUCK 


‘ by-two call signs will be honored. 
y 


Chuck Littlewood, K4HF 
President, RARS 


Future initial call sign assign- 
ments are going to be based on the 


Thanks tO all who save: suenced applicant's mailing address rather 


than station location. 
forward to help out at our annual 


Eventually it is planned to offer 
Hamfest at Crabtree Valley Mall y P 


: one-by-three call signs to all hold- 
sunday, Aprald 23. 


| ers of Advanced or Extra Class licen- 
It was my pleasure on behalf of 


; ses who wish them, but the present 
RARS to officially make Ross Rey- 


: process by which a one-by-three call 
nolds, W4BRT, an honorary life mem- 


Sign holder receives a one-by-three 
ber of RARS. Many thanks go to 2 y 


" ft : qa" 1 ° h h 5 
W4JG, WALYOM, WA4EKJ, and K3USO, Ross, preferre call sign when changing 


: call areas is to be eliminated. 
Jr., for making the presentation pos- 


RACES mi i - 
Lets Clubs RA , and ee sta 


W4DW, WA4TLI, and WB4TOP, have re- tions licenses are to be further con- 


ceived ARRL Brass Pounders' League sidered under a0 a7 


(BPL) certificates for December 1977 calls, WK and WM prefixes, and de- 


as the result of traffic handling tailed justification of need are to 


services at Crabtree Valley Mall. = alibi alah as 
ae More HR Report: 
From HR Report: As 4 result of 

No prior FCC approval or additional 
the first report and order on Docket : 
license is now required to operate a 


21135, all amateur secondary stati seat’ ; 
3° y auton repeater, auxiliary link, control, or 


licenses will be phased out as remotely controlled amateur station. 


their current term expires. Special All may be operated with the individ- 


events call signs were also elimi- ual's primary station license and call 


nated, and the freeze on issuance sign. 


of new secondary licenses is now Ten meter SSB rigs converted from 


STEN Sattar Hel oP agencp actos Tet) eos current 40 channel CB radios are avail- 


an extraordinary 


receivers... 


combination of 
digitally synthesized 


each with built-in capacity to satisty 


SES Sa 16) See kr 


ITT Mackay Marine 3020A and 3021A Radio Receivers 
feature solid state construction, dual conversion and 
super-heterodyne design providing continuous frequency 
coverage from 15kHz to 29.9999MHz. Frequency selec- 
tion is accomplished by step tuning, while the 3021A 
Receiver uses sweep tuning. These receivers meet strict 
requirements of British MPT, German FTZ, Norwegian 
NTA, Dutch and Spanish PTT and Canadian DOC, and 
can be used wherever maximum reliability and ease of 
maintenance are required. 

Write or call Ed Engebretson, General Sales Manager 
today for complete information on these two quality, 
high performance receivers. 

‘TT Mackay Marine, 2912 Wake Forest Road, Raleigh, 
North Carolina 27611. Telephone: (919) 828-4441. 


a broad specirum of singular applications. 


ITT Mackay Marine 
Mr. Ed Engebretson, General Sales Manager 
2912 Wake Forest Road 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27611 
Please send complete FREE information on the 
exciting new: 
1 3020A Step Tuning Receiver 
0 3021A Sweep Tuning:Receiver 


NAME TITLE 
COMPANY ms, 
ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 
COUNTRY 


Federal Supply Schedule Group 58 Part VII, 
Contract GS-OOS-24016 


ITT Mackay Marine 


able from Andicom Associates in Dan- 


ville, Illinois to licensed amateurs 
only. Other 40 channel PLL rigs made 
by Uniden, such as Cobra, Craig, and 
Robin, can also be converted to cover 


the same range for $30 plus shipping. 
Call WB9FOP at (217) 443-6682 for 
details. 

Local oscillator radiation is ap- 
parently a problem with some Bearcat 
210 scanning receivers. FCC is check- 
ing this type and other similar re- 
ceivers for the same problem. 

Also,- add-on synthesizers can trig- 


ger in and out of band spurs due to 


mixing problems with the rigs are op- 


erated crystal controlled. Shutting off 


or disconnecting the synthesizer should 
do themtrick.. 

KH1 through KHO will be the new pre- 
fixes: in the YseS.. Pacsiag Getands:. 
while KP1l and KPO will identify Carib- 
bean areas. However, if a serviceman 
has an APO or FPO address, he will get 
a WD2 or WD6 call, siuce undermnew 
regulations new calls will be issued 
by mailing address, not station 


locaviony 


RARS SWAP SHOP 


FOR SALE: TenTec PM-3A transceiver, 
covers 40-20 meter bands. With acces- 
sories. Asking $40. 


WALEXW, 467-4536. 


Call Jim Aderholt, 


FOR SALE: Yaesu FT-101B, with 160 
meter crystal, desk-mobile mike, DC 
cord, manual. Mint condition. Includes 
Landliner phone patch, also in mint 
condition. Call Jim Aderhold, WA4EXW, 
467-536. 


FOR SALE: 


Asking $550. 

Drake SSR-1l receiver. 
Covers 500 kHz through 30 mHz. Like 
$190. 


876-5326 after. 5:00 p.m, 


new. Call Chuck North, WBAWXA, 

FOR SALE: Novice DX statiaony Heath 
DX-60B 90-watt transmitter and HR-10B 
five-band receiver, AM/CW. $100. Call 


Chuck North, WB4AWXA, 876-5326 after 
FOOD it. 

WANTED: Manual for NC-303 receiver. 
Will pay for;,*or copy “and return: 
Please reply to Bill, W4HQ, 218 
Severin Street, Chapel Hill, N. C. 
2/514. 


day, 933-8194 


(The Swap Shop is open to members 


Telephone: night, 942-6333; 


and friends of RARS. Please place 
all copy in mail not later than Ghe 


Win.) 


BURT REYNOLDS: ACTOR HONORARY The handsome movie and television 
LIFE MEMBER OF RARS? actor has been known to affect young 


women that way. 


It was a slip of the typewriter, 
If that were the case, we forgive 


but RARS Secretary Jim Peeler, WA4YOM, 
her. We just wanted posterity to 


reported in the club minutes for the 
know the difference. 


March 1 meeting that "Mr. Burt Reynolds" 
had been given an honorary life member- Corns' Corner 
Sarp in: RARS. TRAFFIC HANDLING ON THE 


CAROLINA NET (CN) 
While the club would be honored to 


by 
Bob Corns, K4MC 


have Burt Reynolds as a member, we feel 


the record should show it was Ross 


Reynolds who received the membership. We continue tc receive questions 
Perhaps a secretary with stars in about CW traffic handling on the Caro- 
her eyes read "Ross" and typed "Burt." lina Net (CN) and other nets. 


Slim Jim Meat Snacks S| 


i Th 


A LITTLE LESS THAN A MEAL. lt 
A LITTLE MORE THAN A SNACK. fs 


wt 


SPICY| 


a) Miah 


SMOKED ALL BEEF 
SNACKS 
WI cooumerk, Inc. See 


GoodMark, Inc.,Raleigh, N.C. 27609 
A Division of General Mills, Inc. 


Question: How do I know it is a 
net operation on CW? 

Answer: CW nets generally follow 
the same pattern of calling as you 


use in working another station in 


a QSO. To save time, a set of net 
Q signals and a few abbreviations 


are.used: 

The Carolinas Net is CN. Thus 
the net control station (NCS) starts 
the net by calling "Cn CN CN de 
KLMC, pls QNZ. CN de K4MC LN ARN K." 
This means K4MC is calling the Caro- 
linas net and asks all stations to 
zero beat the frequency. The second 
part asks. tor last. nigntisetountn 
Region Net representative to check 
in with; any Gyartice 

This is followed by "CN de K4MC 
TN 4RNK." This#meanstoor tonicht"s 
Fourth Region net representative to 
check ja. 

This is followed by "CN de K4MC 
KE" THissi Sven anv caeion. for any 
station to check into the net. Each 
station checking into the net lists 
any traffic when he checks in, as 
"KEMC Ge kKitiureensporoe <1." IP ‘the 
tealiicoae for out-of-state: (orier 


than NN, OG. or So Ul), 2h ee ieted 


as 4RN. 

Question: What is meant by "U5" 
or “ap Om 

Answer: The net control station 


sends two stations off frequency to 
pass traffic. For example, N4ZH 
checks into the net with "Raleigh 1." 
This means he has one message for 
Raleigh. K4HF has already checked 
into the net, so K4MC (NCS) says 
"KWHF N4ZH up 10 Ral." Both sta- 
tions go up in frequency about 10 
kiloHertz. K4HF is the receiving 
station, so he is supposed to find 
an open place where he can copy, 
then call the other station, N4ZH. 
N4ZH then zero beats K4HF and asks 
"QRV;" to which K4HF answers "K" 
or "QRV." N4ZH then sends his 


message. 


READER ASKS COST OF RARS 
NEWS SUBSCRIPTION 


Reader Bill Coleman, Jr. of Rocky 
Mount writes, "Please let me know if 
there is a charge for a subscription 
to the RARS News." 

He adds, 


"T've been picking them 


up at Southeastern Radio in Raleigh." 


Wilson | : Get all this transceiver 


the First Name in Amateur Hand-Helds | JOHNNY WOODS hr bkeiuaed 
K4JEY Mi : Vie Seeker tice ced. 


On 


MARK II 
25 watt 


MARK IV 
4 watt 


rM'2013 n_OOKDK |. 


Ail Solid State CMOS PLL digital synthesized - No Crystals to buy! 5KHz steps - 
144 - 149 MHz-LED digital readout PLUS MARS-CAP.* 

@ SMHzBand Coverage - 1000 Channels (instead of the usual 2MHz to 4MHz - 400 
to 800 Channels). 4 CHANNEL RAM IC MEMORY WITH SCANNING-MULTIPLE 
FREQUENCY OFFSETS - Electronic Auto Tuning, Transmit and Receive-Internal 
Multipurpose Tone Oscilator-RIT-Discriminator Meter @ 15 Watts Output - @ 
Unequaled Receiver Sensitivity and Selectivity-15 Pole Filter-Monolithic Crystal 
Filter and Automatic Tuned Receiver Front End-COMPARE! ®@ Superb Engineering 
and Superior Commercial Avionics Grade Quality and Construction Second to All-Aluminum Ch assis 
None at ANY PRICE. 


y Sepa ane! 
ray RIT On/OH Switch and 
‘ y Tuning Control 
Available Options Include 100 kHz/10 kHz Dual Crystal Calibrator. Noise Blanker 
anc ty Power Supply 


ud 


me e ©.B]  AL0A 1031s completely 
mobile mour manulactured in USA 


WE DON’T KNOW alda 103 


OF ANOTHER totally solid state SSB Transceiver ¢ 80 through 20 meters e 250 watts 
TRANSCEIVER OFFERING 


ALLTHESE FEATURES AS THANKS AND 


STANDARD EQUIPMENT SEE US AT THE 


* AC and DC VOC power supplies. .. built-in 


A eiee RARS HAMFEST 


High performance noise-blanker built-in 


* VOX and semi-break in CW keying. built-in A PR | bi 23 ] 978 
¢ Speaker _ built-in tA 


* Cooling fan built-in 

*¢ Microphone included 

When you buy the Tempo 2020 you don’t have to spend 
@ bundle on accessories just hook up to a power source 


cedesnin ant iaineon telah ELCOM COMPANY  nours. Mom = Fri er 
me TEMPO 2020 Seine Triad Electron Communications Compan 9:30 to 6:00 9:00 to 1:00 
Mode! 8120 external speaker $29.95 JOHNNY WOODS. K4JEY 
Mode! 8010 $139 00 


¢ 4349 KERNERSVILLE RD. *« KERNERSVILLE, NC 27284 * 919-784-8833 


Bill said he is ex-WN4AGN and may FCC AMATEUF LICENSE EXAM SCHEDULE 


be seeking another license. 


WINSTON-SALEM: 
The copies are free if you pick 


April 5-6 
them up at Southeastern, Radio Shacks, June 7-8 


August 2-3 
and other distribution points. October 4-5 


December 6-7 
However, for the associate member- 


CHARLOTTE: 
ship fee, $2.50 a year, we will mail 
July 12-13 
them to you anywhere in continental 


WILMINGTON: 
ers 


May 3-4, 


Associate members are listed on November 1-2 


the club roster. You are not required 


All exams at these places are by 
to have a license to be an associate . 

appointment only. Appointments are 
member. 


made through tne FCC office at Norfolk, 


fi ag oo a 


Guest Editor 


_—— +. ee, 


WORKING WITH MARS 
by 


Norman Plaks, WBLEFQ 


USAF MARS 


USAF MARS is a segment of the Military 
Affiliate Radio System (MARS) which is an 
organization of licensed amateur radio op- 
erators working with military stations, who 
are interested in military communications 
and electronics. MARS creates interest and 
furthers training in military communications 
and electronics. It provides an auxiliary 
force of trained, volunteer radio communi- 
cations personnel and a system-in-being as 
an auxiliary means of communications avail- 
able to military commanders and other offic- 
ials during local or national emergencies. 
It provides a volunteer manned system for 
handling MARS administrative, personal third 
party morale type communications and offi- 
cial emergency traffic, as an aid to train- 
ing, when called upon by proper authority. 
Finally, it offers training designed to 


stimulate interest in military communica- 


tions and electronics career fields. 


When you join MARS you . 
* Add to the enjoyment of your radio hobby, 


be it designing, building or operating. 


* Become part of a 24-hour perday world- 
wide military communications system in 


being and operationally ready. 


Increase your communications skills and 
capabilities learn more about your 


hobby, and broaden your horizons. 


Operate and Experiment on specially as- 
Signed military frequencies in different 
modes in established operational and 


technical programs. 


Join a dedicated group of fellow amateurs 
participating in meaningful public ser- 
vice - a feeling of real pride and sat- 


tstaction. 


* Affiliate with the United States Air 
Force and the professional military 


communications community. 


MARS - More than a Half Century of Service 
to the Nation 


The year was 1925 when the Army Amateur 
Radio Service (the progenitor of MARS) was 
formed at Washington DC. It was the lessons 
learned from World War I and the vision of a 
few farsighted Army communicators that led 
to the establishment of the AARS. Time pro- 
ved these great men to be correct in their 
vision, since thousands of amateur radio 
operators were brought on active duty during 
World War IT. Many served in key communi- 


cations positions and some gave their lives 


in the sercie of their nation. The value of 
the AARS and the contribution of the dedi- 
cated, military trained amateur radio oper- 
ator during World War II was not forgotten 
after the war and in 1948, the Department 

of the Army and Air Force established a 


Military Affiliate Radio System (MARS) with 


the charter to organize and train the ama- 
teur radio operator in military communica- 
tions techniques and procedures. In 1962, 
the Navy - Marine Corps program was launch- 
ed to become the third service making MARS 


a tri-service program. 
MARS is "Official" 


The Military Affiliate Radio System (MARS) 
15 an otticial function of the United States 
Government and the Department of Defense 
(DOD) . 


specific responsibilities and unique priv- 


AS such it has official status, 


ileges including the use of assigned govern- 


ment radio frequencies. 


While MARS is directed and managed through 
the USAF chain of command, it is in no way 
comprised of just military personnel. It 

is, in fact, made up largely of civilian 

volunteers; a majority of the total member- 
ship falls into this category. Every one 
of the thousands of volunteers taking part 
in the program were screened and accepted 


by the USAF MARS office. Each affiliate MARS 


member, who must be a citizen of the US, 


holds a valid amateur radio license from 
the Federal Communications Commission. 

These volunteers are under no service ob- 
ligation; however, they must meet minimum 
participation standards as established by 
the USAF MARS PROGRAM. A volunteer may re- 
Sign from MARS at any time without difficul- 
ty or prejudice by writing a simple resign- 


ation request. 


In addition to the personal satisfaction 


that one gets from being a vital link in his 


countries contingency communications system, 
there is also material benefits that can be 
obtained. A member who meets his minimum 
participation time requirements can enroll 
in any of numerous home study courses with 
texts and other study material supplied by 
the Air Force. Additionally a member can 
request and receive valuable surplus Air 

Force electronic equipment to enhance com- 


munications ability. 


Finally, it provides the opportunity 

for the novice and technician class 
licensee to operate single sideband 

voice, on specified AF MARS frequencies, 
while he works towards his coveted general, 
In addition 


to side band, AF MARS also provides 


or higher class, license. 


opportunities to operate both CW and 
radioteletype. 


For further information on the USAF MARS 
Program contact the North Carolina State 
MARS Director, Bobby E. Sherrill W4WCG/ 
AFW4WCG, 787-0857 or Norman Plaks WB4EFQ/ 
AFC4EFQ, 876-4192. 


Your 
Blood is 


Always /aoee 
Ey, BLOOD ° 
Needed : DONOR : 


BERT'S BEAT 


by 


Bert Bailey, W4FMN 
Emergency Coordinator 


Thanks to the cconveration of the Civi.i 
Prep Agency,-~Herman N4NC et al-- a 
traffic handling class will be held some- 
time “mn April.Tn> instruction will cover 
two Saturday mornings and will include 
some time on the KITY machines at CP as 
an aijded attraction. All stese who 
signed up will be notified of exact 
times and dates. If the innumerable 
queries raised o1 the nets re traffic 
are any criteria, this instruction 
should filt a real nerd, 
WORKING “RA®FIC ON MANY 3ANDS 


Since it's been a while since I put out thd 
poor re nets one can enter locally, here is 
the latest: 


Net Freq Time(local) Days 
Carolina “Novice 3718 1770 daily 
JFK 3923 1830 daily 
RARS TEN 28.5% 1990 \TTF 
Coastal Carolina3907 19C) gadis 
Caroline £3 2938 1960 daily 
THEN 3823 | 1930 daily 
RaRS TWO 04/64 20C9 jaily 
Rriangie Alet 34/94 20730 daily 
Burlington4RES 07/67 2100 MJF 
Sri2ton 16/76 2100 Th 
Piedmont 229 34/oh 2100 Pr 
Jary 28/38 2130 MwF 


Enouga to kee,; you busy? Pass that traffic! 
Problems? Queries? See 30b K4uC _r Bert W4FMN. 


x = *« © & x ' * * 8 2 2 £ & x» «= * & &€ 


The RARS Two Net fared rather well as a 
net during SET.Liaison was maintained 
with the Carolinas Net on CN and the “HEN 
on SSB. 52 diferent stations handled 
traffic, 17 different NCSs verfcrmed and 
total number of minutes spent in useful 
directed sessions was 890. Unlike past 
years,participation by RARS Two was 
sufficiently heavy to warrant a full 

net report. So that will boost the 

total for the Old North ctate, whose 

n3t reports last year and before were 

oa the skimpy sice. Lessons l2arred 

were generally in NCS duties. One can 
never become adept at handling NS 

until he actually particivates. A good 
NCS is one who uses good ole conmon 


horse sense. 


RARS TWO MA #4 # eo Fee EM KP 
Still going strong, new NCSs include 
the King of Louisburg, Owens WD4CCE, 
anj Tim, Head of the Engineering 
gang at Wake Tech. K4YRC. 
WD4DTI, has agreed to act 


Bruce, 

as Net 

Sec y another month. This is a tedious 
job and requires the support of all 
RARS members of the 2M Net. 


SET Results * * * * * *€ © © we © we & 


Racked up 

over 100 me.sages, operating out of Civil 
Prep Hq, Wake Tech WB4TOP, robiles, and 

home QTHs. Out of 155 ARES members registered 
in the Wake County area, 47 participated. 
That's about 30% so not too hopeless. 

CT West hindled the Red Cross chores with 
aplomb and commo at CP Hq went mighty fine, 


thahks to the surveillance of N4NC,Herman. 


REV. BENJAMIN CLARK CURTAILING 
HAM ACTIVITIES 


by 
Bob Corns, K4MC 


Rev. Benjamin Clark, K4ZN, is having 
to curtail his activities on the ham 
bands. 

A thumbnail sketch of some of his 
activities are: He has been a very 
avid traffic man for the last five or 
six years. He has edited a bulletin 
about the net, Carolinas Net Bulletin, 
for about half this time. He has man- 
aged to get the D4RN (Daytime Fourth 
Region Net) organized and going. He 


has been a working part of the ARRL and 


soutm Carolina affairs. 


INSURANCE 


by 
Charles A. Swindell 
WB4DCM 
At the request of our president, 
Chuck, K4HF, we review tie ARRL's new 
insurance program for your amateur 
radio equipment. 
There are two basic types of fire 
and 


and casualty policies, "all risk" 


"named peril." 


The "all risk" policy covers any 
type of loss which can occur unless the 
policy specifically excludes (restricts 
or limits) coverage. A "named peril" 
policy covers only those types of loss- 
es (perils) which are specifically 
named and is then subject to any ex- 
Clusions.in t 6 policy. 

The ARRL-sponsored policy is a 
"named peril” policy. Some of the named 
perils include fire, theft, lightning, 
collision, and overturn (upset of the 
transporting vehicle). The exclusions 
or limitations would include loss of 
use, 


inherent vice, intentional damage, 


and damage caused by repairing or 
tuning. 

Adjustment of losses is indicated 
to be on a replacement cost basis. Here, 
it appears that replacement cost equates 
to actual cash value (ACV). ACV is 
sometimes thought of as the fair mar- 


ket value. This means that if you 


buy a Brand X Model One and use it 
for one year, the replacement cost or 
ACV would be equal to the fair market 
value or the price you would pay for a 
Similar used item. 

Let's say you own a 20-year-old 
this 


Brand X Model One rig. Further, 


company has been out of business for 
10 years. How would you determine the 
value of t is item if it were lost as 
a result of an insured peril? 


The easy way is to find another one 


of comparable condition. Or, you may 


have to compare it to another rig of 
Similar manufacture. 
Keep one thing in mind. You cannot 


lose an old rig and expect to receive 


a brand new one in its place. 


SON SAYS THANKS FOR HONOR TO DAD 


(Editor's note: When Ross Reynolds, 
Sr., W4BRT, was presented his honorary 
life membership in RARS March 1, son 
Ross, Jr., K3US0, was invited. However, 
Ross, Jr. was injured and hospitalized 
a few days before the presentation and 
could not attend. He contacted Jesse 


ee Oe lab members who have kept Dad's 
rig going. Let me say many thanks to 
all of you tiat have been involved. 
Thanks to K4MC, K4NYV, W4JG, WALYOM, 
and any others that have assisted. 

Thanks not only from me but from 
Dad and from the members of the "GE 
Hotline." They too send you greetings 
and gratitude. 

You may know that Dad was with GE 
for a few years prior to joining CP&L 
Lig Ga Sf 

Dad is a Kansas boy and first be- 
came involved with communications by 
way of the railroad telegraph system. 
The regular telegraph operator had a 
room at Grandmother's house. Thus it 


was in this way that a key came to be 


held. 


Hodges, W4JG, a net buddy of father and 
son, and asked Jesse to stand in for 


After local school, Dad went through 
him. Jesse read this statement to club 


members on behalf of Ross, Jr.) 


To be here tonight with Dad and you 
good people is enough in itself for 
thanksgiving. But to know that my 
father has been recognized and honored 
by the Raleigh Amateur Radio Society 
virtually overwhelms us. Your honor 
to him is most appreciated. 


A further debt of gratitude is in 


our accounts payable, as a result of 


Kansas State College and then joined 


GE. He became a metering engineer. 
This training and experience led to 
high voltage meter engineering with 
CPeL. in Als. 

Roughly 20 years later, Dad and I 
began ta work for our amateur licenses. 
November 1932 foind Dad as the opera- 


tor while I held the station license, 


W4BRT. Separate station and operator 


licenses were required in t ose days. Spacious quarters as you now enjoy. 


I didn't get my operator's license W4LATC was active in those days as it 
Meee April 1933. is now. 
About this time, the Raleigh Radio Again, Dad and I thank each and all 


Club was formed. The only member of of you. May your call, W4DW, enjoy 


that group who may be with you to- years of growth and pelasure. W4DW 
night is Harry Wiggs, W4ANU. We met was a great amateur radio operator. 
in various homes then, not in such Thank you. 


MINUTES OF MEETING MARCH 1, 1978 


The regular monthly meeting of the Raleigh Amateur Radio Society (RARS) 
was held in the West Community Room at Crabtree Valley Shopping Mall on 
March 1, 1978. The meeting was called to order by President Chuck Littlewood, 
K4HF. President Littlewood welcomed members and guests. Visitors were 
recognized which included a number of those attending the Club's novice and 
upgrade classes. Sixty-six members and guests were present. 

Jim Johnson's, W4JUG, name was drawn for the prize for members having their 
1978 dues paid. Jim won a VHF Watt meter. Eddie Patterson, WA4PDP, won the 
prize for the most countries worked in 1977. 

The Club honored Mr. Burt Reynolds, W4BRT, with a Life Membership to RARS. 
President Littlewood made the presentation to Mr. Reynolds. Jim Peeler, WA4YOM, 
read a letter of appreciation from Mr. Reynolds' son. Jesse Hodges, W4JG, 
described a display of early radio gear, manuals, and QSL cards which were used 
in Mr. Reynolds" early operating days. 

President Littlewood, K4HF, made the following announcements: All secondary 
station licenses will expire at the end of the current term of the license. 
Persons desiring to hold secondary licenses in preference to holding their 
primary licenses will be given an opportunity to do so. March 24, 1978 is the 


last date for persons holding Extra Class licenses to request a two-letter call. 


C. T. West, WD4HSI, requested that all copy for the April Newslet.er be 
mailed to him no later than March 14, 1978. C. T. expressed his appreciation 
for materials received for the current Newsletter. "Keep 'em coming." 

Herb Lacey, N4UE, requested that the club members be reminded of the Traffic 
Handling 78 seminar. The seminar will be held April 1 at Charlotte during the 


hamfest. Exact time will be given on the traffic nets. 


Bert Bailey, W4FMN, gave a report on SET and other activities. Details 
will be included in an article in the April 1978 Newsletter. A sign-up sheet 
was passed to see how many club members would be interested in attending a 
couple of sessions on traffic handling. If interested, contact Bert, W4FMN. 
Several members of the novice class would like a ride to the Charlotte Hamfest. 
If you have room for an extra rider or two, call Bert, W4FMN. 

Herman oe announced that the Durham Hamfest will be held in the 
South Square Mall on May 20 and 21. All are invited to come. 

The FCC will give exams at the RARS Hamfest. The rule that states that a 
person may not retake an examination which he has failed within 30 days will not 
be waived. 

There will be a Saturday Night Social, April 22, prior to the Hamfest on 
Sunday. The Social will be in the West Community Room, Crabtree Mall Shopping 
Center. Door prizes include a Clegg FM/6. 

Coffee and doughnuts were served during the break. Drawing for the door 
prizes followed the break. Norman Plaks, WB4EFQ, has the honor of being the 
guest writer for the April Newsletter. John Bargamion, K4VLI, won a coax switch. 

Lynn Pendleton, K4NYV, introduced Art Stratemeyer, WB4ZKG. Art presented a 
most interesting set of slides and description of a number of DX stations he has 
operated throughout the world. Thanks, Art, for a good show. 

The meeting was adjourned following the program. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Jim Peeler, WA4YOM 
Secretary of RARS 


ANTENNAS 


by 
Bruce A. Eggers, WASQNEW 


Poe bor evayedcUpsAllewinter, It's Not. Big Enough" 


I guess we're all familiar with that phrase. It implies 
that either your antenna came down, so now you've got to go 
Suceand pul it back ups or it didn't come down, so now you've 
POL (tO £€O OUL and put up a bigger one. In either case, with 
winter now over (by the calendar, at least), perhaps you're 
planning on doing some antenna work. I don't have any statistics 
readily available, but I'd bet a three element yagi against a wet 
noodle that more accidents befall (to use an apt term) Amateurs 
wnile working on antennas than during any other single aspect 
GE BOUT hobby. | 


I'm sure we've all been there. Throw a weighted line over 
a tree limb, the line snags and the weight comes swinging back 
ete you Fusu about Nead meh. Climb the tower to tune the’ stub 
on the quad reflector and you wind up wrapping one leg around the 
tower so you can lean out and work with both hands. And have : 
you ever noticed how much steeper the roof gets between the time 
you look at it from the ground and the time you're trying to get 
from the top rung of the ladder to the edge of the roof that's 
about two feet higher than the ladder is long? Yes, I guess 
we've all been there. But what are you going to do different this 
year? 


Some things are obvious. Don't put antennas where they'11 
fall onto power lines (or vice versus) if something breaks. 
(A fringe benefit of keeping antennas and power lines well separated 
is less interference, line noise to you and RFI to everybody else!) 
Use ladders that are long enough to get you up there safely. 
Keep your eye on the weight at the and of the line and move out 
of the path it'll take if the line snags. 


Other precautions that you may not be thinking of: Any time 
that you go out to work on antennas, use a spotter. Even a small 
eeoteaniarmonie can call woruhelp if you. get hurt. If you've got 
a tower and don't have a lineman's belt, get one. Begging and 
berPonvane and cuitaplLe- short .termeaiternatives to buying. (I'd 
besmost happy to loan mine to anybody at any time.) Bo all 
of the soldering on the ground. Use a tool belt. Use a safety 
line any time you're on a roof. Tie the other end to the chimney 
or to a ground anchor on the other side of the house. Lift and ; 
lower the tools from the roof or the tower with a rope tied to 
arvaremorea ‘bucket. “And ii you've govt your spotter on the. ground, 
he should either be wearing a hard hat or standing FAR away from 
where you're working. 


Well, I could keep going for another page or more. The bottom 
line is that there's no sense going out to work on the antenna 
if you're taking chances that just might keep you from ever 
Nene a CP NKNO APE TY!) LIFE LS2PRAGILE. 


R AR ® 
GALEWDAR OF EVENTS 


Apri ils ae 


April 19 
Charlotte Hamfest. 


RARS Advisory Board meeting. 


Aprab | Apri’ 23 
Regular RARS meeting. RARS annual Hamfest. 
April 14 May 3 
North Hills Mall Public Relations Regular RARS meeting. 
Night. 


RARS meets each first Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the 
West Community Room of Crabtree Valley Mall. 


RARS 2 METER FM NET - Meets Every Night Monday Thru Sunday at 8:00 p.m. 
146.04/146.64 Repeater 
RARS 10 METER SSB NET - Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Nights 
7:00 p.m. - 28.540 MHz 
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